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white crytalline solid, a burning poison of
great strength and a powerful antiseptic.
It is a compound of chlorine and mercury,
is soluble in -water, and is used to disinfect
wounds* Taxidermists also find it useful
to protect skins from insect attacks. For
remedies in case of poisoning from this
chemical, see axtidote.
CORRUPT PRACTICE ACTS, laws de-
signed to deal with offenses committed in
connection with elections to public office.
These acts provide for punishment for brib-
ery, treating to intoxicating liquors, exer-
cising improper influence over voters, im-
personation of legal voters, swearing to false
election returns, swearing falsely to amounts
expended to secure election, etc.
CORSET, ko/set, an undergarment worn
by women to give trimness to the figure and
support to the body. It is generally made
in two pieces, which fasten together at the
front and are laced in the back, or vice versa.
"Whalebone or steels are used for stiffening
purposes, though some corsets are made of
elastic or webbing material, without stiffen-
ing. The corsets designed for swimming,
golfing and other athletic sports are of the
latter class.
Corsets are subject to changes of style like
other garments, for they follow the fashions
in regard to what is considered desirable in
woman's figure. For instance, when the
*lripless" figure was the vogue, corsets were
made with long hips which helped to give
a straight-line effect. In general, corsets are
much less objectionable from a hygienic
standpoint than formerly, because compres-
sion of the figure to produce a small-waist
effect has long since lost favor, both from an
esthetic and from a health basis. Many wom-
en have discarded them altogether.
CORSICA, "kaw/sifcah, an island in the
Mediterranean Sea, 100 miles south of
France, famous as the birthplace of Napo-
leon. It Is a possession of France, and is
the fourth in size of the islands of the Medi-
terranean. Corsica is about 110 miles long
and fifty-nine miles "wide, and has an area of
3,367 square miles. There are fine forests,
containing pine, oat, beech, chestnut and
«orfe trees, and the mountain, scenery is splen-
did, la tie plains and numerous valleys the
sofl is generally fertile, but agriculture is
ia a backward state. The Corsicans, who
jmmtjer about 300,000, are not a progressive
people, and much of their farm work is done
 by laborers from Italy. The chief exports
are wine, brandy, olive oil, chestnuts, fruit
and fish. The chief towns, Ajaccio, the cap-
ital, and Bastia, are connected by railway.
Corsica was first colonized by the Phoeni-
cians, from whom it received the name of
Cyrnos. The Romans afterward gave it that
of Corsica. From the Romans it passed to
the G-oths. from them to the Saracens, and
in the fifteenth century, to the Genoese, who
ceded it to France in 1768. The British
gained control of it in 1794, but were obliged
to yield it again to France in 1796. Popu-
lation, 1921, 281,959.
Ajaccio, the capital, is famed as the home
of the Bonaparte family. The house in
which Napoleon was born is kept as a per-
manent memorial by the French government.
The town is also noted for its coral and
sardine fisheries. Population, about 19,000.
CORSICANA, kor se kah'nah, tex., the
county seat of Navarre County, 163 miles
northeast of Austin, on the Houston & Texas
Central, the Saint Louis Southwestern and
the Trinity & Brazos Valley railroads.
There are many oil wells in the vicinity, and
the city is a manufacturing center. It has
cottonseed oil mills, brickyards, flour mills,
grain elevators and manufactories of cotton
presses and cotton gins. The state asylum
for orphans is here. Population, 1920,
11,356; in 1930, 15,202.
CORTES, kaw/tesf the name for the law-
making body of Spain. See spaht, subhead
Government.
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CORTEZ, Ttawrtays', hernando (1485-
1547), one of the greatest of adventurers
fromEuropeto
America in the period
immediately following
the discovery of the
New World. Cortez's
great exploit was the
conquest of Mexico; it
•was inspired by the
characteristic Spanish
hope of finding gold
and treasure.
' HEHNANBO CORTEZ
This intrepid man
was born at MedelKn,
Spain. He went to
tie West Indies in 1504, and in 1518 he set
out from Santiago de Cuba with eleven ves-
sels, about 700 Spaniards, eighteen horses
and ten small field pieces. He landed on the
shore of the Gulf of Mexico, where he caused

